SCOTLAND  AND  IRELAND,   1689-1815	269
were also increasing. Archbishop King remarked that
" one-half of the people in Ireland eat neither bread or
flesh for one half of the year, nor wear shoes or stockings/*1
There were frequent emigrations: after the Revolution
14,000 Catholics left the country, a further 20,000 people
left Ireland within a year of the Act of 1698 against the wool
trade; between 1725 and 1728 over 4,000 Irish people left
for the West Indies, and in the first half of the eighteenth
century no less than 200,000 made their way into the colonies,2
Within the country there was constant unrest. In 1720 Opposition
Swift began to write the Drapier Letters; and in 1722, when
Wood bought a contract from the English Government for
issuing an unnecessarily large amount of copper coinage for
Ireland, there was such an outcry that the Government had
to cancel Wood's contract and provide him with a pension
instead. In 1761 the Whiteboys in Minister and Leinster
began an attack on enclosures and unjust rents and tithes:
two years later the Oakboys in Ulster also attacked the
payment of tithes.
In 1755 Henry Grattan entered the Irish. Parliament and Grattaa and
led the demand for free trade and a free Parliament,  The of the
non-importation   agreements   of   the   American   colonies
completed the destruction of Irish trade, and by 1778 the
Irish Government was bankrupt, and had to borrow 50,000
guineas from the Bank of England.    The restrictions on
Irish trade were then partially relaxed.   This did not satisfy
the Irish.   Bands of volunteers began to be formed in
tecrs
1779 in Ulster to resist possible French attacks, and by the
end of the year 40,000 Volunteers had enlisted. The Irish
then began to introduce non-importation leagues to exclude
British goods from Ireland, and these agreements were soon
adopted in almost every county, with the result that British
exports to Ireland declined from £2,100,000 to £595,000.
To avert a revolution the British Parliament withdrew the
Irish trade restrictions in 1779. In 1778 the law preventing
Catholics from holding long leases was also withdrawn,
 1	A.   E.  Murray,   Commercial  Relations  between   England  and
Ireland, p. 93.
 2	O'Brien, Econ. Hist, of Ireland in Eighteenth Century, p. 17,

